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The Newsle t te r  of  the Grant Monument 
Assoc iat ion 

O 
n April 27, 2011, the long awaited 
reopening of the newly restored 
overlook pavilion across the street 

from Grantôs Tomb finally took place as 
part of the dayôs Grant birthday commem-
oration.  Adorned with red, white, and blue 
bunting and ribbon, the spruced up 
neoclassical structure was in brilliant 
formða stark contrast to the state of 
disrepair 
that had 
character-
ized the site 
over the 
preceding 
four 

decades.   

The brief 
reopening 
ceremony 
began at 10 
a.m. in the 
presence of 
a crowd that 
included 
student 
groups,  
community 
leaders, and 
members of 
the Grant 
family.  
Following 
remarks by 
National 
Park 
Service 
Public 
Affairs Officer Darren Boch, National Parks 
of New York Harbor Commissioner Maria 
Burks, New York City Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe, Assemblyman Daniel 
OôDonnell, and Community Board 9 
Chairperson Larry English, the ribbon 
across the overlook was cut and the 

pavilion was officially open to the public. 

The event marks a welcome 
development and a new chapter in the 
history of Grantôs Tomb.  For years, the 
site had suffered from the lack of 
restrooms, which were provided in the 
lower level of the facility for the 
approximately half a century it was in use 
following its construction in 1910.  Over the 

years, the 
Tomb itself 
came to 
house a gift 
shop and 
exhibits of a 
temporary 
natureð
several 
historical 
panels with 
text and 
photos and 
display cases 
with artifacts 
ðthat were 
widely 
considered to 
detract from 
the reverent 
atmosphere 
originally 
intended for 
the Tomb.  
Those have 
now been 
moved to the 
lower level of 
the overlook, 

except for the historical exhibit panels, 
which have been replaced entirely and 
located in a new presentation room in the 
pavilion that has audio-visual equipment 
and seating for groups.  In the back of that 
room, the largest in the facility, sit the 
display cases, including a model 

The refurbished overlook pavilion before the ceremony (above) and as 

the ribbon is cut (below) 



that the site is closed, and the 
signage at the Tomb does not 
adequately inform them that there 
are visitor services waiting for them 

across the street. 

Although the pavilion includes 
facilities not previously available at 
the site, they are not yet accessible 
to the handicapped.  Moreover, the 
limited public restrooms are likely to 

lead to long waits whenever the 
monument has a large number of 

visitors. 

The GMAôs officers welcome the 
refurbishment 
and reopening of 
the overlook 
pavilion, but they 
have also felt that 
more space with 
greater accessð
ideally on the 
same side of the 
street as the 
Tombðshould 
ultimately be 
provided to offer 
visitors a full 
service visitor 

center. 

however, about how the site and its 
visitors adapt to the new arrange-
ment.  In an effort to staff the 
pavilion and steer visitors there 
before they visit the Tomb proper, 
access to the Tomb throughout the 
day has been limited, with the 
monument at least nominally closed 
during certain hours that rangers 
spend across the street.  Some-

times, crowds do not permit these 
temporary closures of the Tomb.  At 
other times, however, visitors have 
walked away under the impression 
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equestrian statue of Grant designed 
by Paul Manship that had been 
purchased in 1966 with the last 
remaining funds of the Grant 
Monument Association (the 

predecessor to the current GMA). 

Next to the presentation room is the 
siteôs new gift shop.  With more room 
available than there had been in the 
alcove to the left of the entrance in the 
Tomb that formerly housed 
the gift shop, the new gift 
shop contains a wider array 
of items to visitors, 
including t-shirts with 
images of the Tomb and a 
considerably wider array of 

souvenirs.   

The presentation room 
and gift shop are flanked by 
smaller passages, one on 
each side, that adjoin the 
overlook pavilionôs two 
exits.  Those areas feature 
Civil War memorabilia.  In 
its early days, the two doors 
were marked for the menôs 
and womenôs restrooms 
that filled the structure.  In 
the restored version, by 
contrast, there are two 
small bathrooms accessible 
through a corridor behind 
the gift shop, each with one 
toilet.  The pavilion also 
includes an office for the 

site manager. 

The restored pavilion provides 
Grantôs Tomb a facility it did not have 
for a long time.  There are concerns, 
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Views of the exterior of the refurbished overlook 

Clockwise 

from bottom 

left: 

Presentation 

room, corridor 

and door to 

site 

managerõs 

office, gift 

shop, and 

bathroom 



Spouse Gold Coin program.  Those 
coins, released on the same schedule 
as their presidential counterparts, are 
half-ounce pure gold coins with a 
currency value of $10.  The Julia Grant 
coin features a portrait of the first lady 
on the obverse.  On the reverse is an 
engraving of her and young Lieutenant 

U.S. Grant during their courtship riding 
horses (a favorite pastime) at White 

Haven. 

Unlike the presidential coins, the first 
spouse coins are too expensive to 
circulate and are available only to 
collectors with the means to afford 

G R AN T  P A G E  3  G R AN T  P A G E  3  

O 
n May 19, 2011, the Ulysses S. 
Grant Presidential $1 coin went 
into circulation as part of the 

United States Mintôs series to honor 
American presidents.  The occasion 
was marked that day by a program 
launching the release of the coin at the 
Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site 

(White Haven) near St. Louis.  The 
keynote address was given by Dr. John 
Marszalek, executive director of the 
Ulysses S. Grant Association, who 
spoke of President Grantôs support of 
civil rights amid the challenges of 
reuniting a nation that had been torn 
apart by war a few years earlier.  Acting 
Deputy Director of the Mint, Al Runnels, 
spoke about the dollar coin program 
and gave a Grant dollar coin to each 

child in attendance under age 18. 

Under the Mintôs program, four new 
coins are released of deceased U.S. 
presidents each year.  The Grant coin, 
the second of four released in 2011 and 
the 18th released overall, was designed 
by Mint sculptor-engraver Don Everhart.  
Grantôs portrait is featured on the 
obverse (heads side) of the coin, and 
the Statue of Liberty is on the reverse 

(tails). 

The Mint also released a coin 
honoring Julia Grant as part of its First 

 

Betty Ford, widow of President Gerald R. 

Ford, died on July 8, 2011.  The Ford 

family has asked that those wishing to 

honor Mrs. Fordõs memory consider a 

contribution to one of the organizations 

listed on her memorial page: 

http://www.bettyfordmemorial.com/. 

U.S .  MI N T  I S S U E S GR A N T  CO I N S  

On June 26, 2011,  

the Columbia Summer 

Winds held a concert 

at Grantõs Tomb, 

attended by about 90 

people.  The photo to 

the left was taken 

during the opening 

piece of the programñ

the Monument Fanfare 

and Tribute by Philip 

Rothman, a piece 

which had been com-

missioned by the GMA 

and first performed at 

the Tomb in 2000. 

them.  Because of the rise in the 
price of gold, these coins, which 
cost several hundred dollars when 
the series began in 2007, now 
retail at approximately $1,000.  For 
about $8, collectors can purchase 
bronze medals with the designs 

featured on the first spouse coins. 

When the Presidential $1 Coin 
Act was introduced in 2005, its 
principal sponsor, Rep. Mike 
Castle of Delaware, called the 
program ña great opportunity for 
educating both children and adults 

about the history of our country.ò 

http://www.bettyfordmemorial.com/
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T h e  G M A  t h a n k s  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  C o m m a n d e r y  o f  
t h e  M i l i t a r y  O r d e r  o f  t h e  L o y a l  L e g i o n  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( M O L L U S )  f o r  i t s  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  
i n  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  t o  y o u .   S i n c e  1 8 6 5 ,  
U n i o n  o f f i c e r s  a n d  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s  h a v e  w o r k e d  
t h r o u g h  M O L L U S  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  U n i o n . 

 
PRESIDENT  
Frank J. Scaturro  
 
VICE  PRESIDENTS  
Ulysses Grant Dietz  
Claire Ruestow Telecki  
 
SECRETARY  
Edward S. Hochman  
 
TREASURER  
Howard R. Rosenthal  
 
BOARD  OF TRUSTEES  
Wajdi Atallah  
Scott J. Berman * 
Nicole Telecki Berry  
Rev. Dr. Robert G. Carroon  
George Chall  
Grant C. de MaCarty * 
Julia Grant Dietz * 
Ulysses Grant Dietz * 
Victoria England  
Hon. Nicholas Fish  
John Grant Griffiths  
James A. Grismer  
Edward Happle * 
Edward S. Hochman * 
Marie E. Kelsey * 
Clarence D. (Hugh) Long, III  
Diane E. Meives * 
Donna Neralich * 
Jessamine Price  
Richard R. Prouty  
Stephen Repp  
Donald Martin Reynolds  

M. Garland Reynolds * 
Howard R. Rosenthal * 
Frank J. Scaturro  
Claire Ruestow Telecki * 
Hon. Frank J. Williams  
Vic Williams  
J. Sheppard Yudkoff *  
 
HONORARY  TRUSTEES  
Kenneth L. Burns  
John S.D. Eisenhower  
Hon. Henry A. Kissinger  
James M. McPherson  
Hon. Jerrold Nadler  
Hon. Colin L. Powell  
Jan Scruggs  
 
 
* Executive Committee Members  

C I V IL  WA R  150T H  A N N I V E RS A RY  
 

Ceremonies and educational programs have commenced in many parts of the nation 
that were embroiled in the Civil War 150 years ago.  In New York, 
the Grant Monument Association joined a number of other 
participating organizations to form the New York State Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Committee (website www.nycivilwar150.org). 
 

May 30, 2011, was 
designated as a day of 
memorial tribute to U.S. 
Grant by the city of Galena, 
Illinois, with a ceremony 

marking the 150th anniversary of U.S. Grantôs 
departure from his original Galena home at 121 
S. High Street to serve in the U.S. Army.  
Ceremonies that day included rededication of a 
bronze marker first erected at the house by the 
Daughters of the American Revolution in 1929. 


